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illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: . . . upon the germ theory of disease. With such a result before us, the question arises,
Why may not this be done for all germ diseases I believe it will be; and that we shall yet be able to protect our
children from the scourge of scarlet fever, diphtheria, and c, as we are now from small-pox; possibly
consumption Report of Health OFicer, D. C, 1880, pp. 51, 52. may be brought into the list. Certainly the subject is
large and the field open for all. T11EO. MEAD, M. D. , Medical Sanitary Inspector. Smith Townshend, M. D. ,
Health OFicer, District of Columbia. VITAL STATISTICS. The population of the District of Columbia on June 30,
1881, is estimated at 133, 060 (white, 121, 300; colored, 61, 7(0). This estimate is reached by calculating the
increase in same ratio as that given by the census of 1880 for the ten years preceding. The percentage of
increase per annum as shown by the census is at the rate of 3. 052; that of the colored population, 3. 07; white
population, 2. 59. During the year ending June 30, 1881, there occurred in the District of Columbia 4, 130 deaths.
Of this number 1, 17!) were white males; 1, 020 white females; 921 colored males, and 1, 010 colored females;
showing an annual death-rate of 18. 18 per 1, 000 per annum for the white, 31. 27 for the colored, and 22. 59 for
the total population. The still-births...
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