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Observations Made by American Agriculturists in Great Britain, France, and ltaly for the United States
Department of Agriculture It is difficult to summarize the reports of the Agricultural Commission to Europe
because they contain so many facts that in order to comprehend the whole situation one must read the reports
in detail. Moreover, the observations were made prior to the armistice, which was signed on November 11, and
the purpose of the visit was to ascertain conditions of European agriculture as they related to the agriculture of
the United States under a continuance of the war. The Commission arrived in Liverpool on September 5, and,
returning, sailed from Liverpool on October 20. In some respects, therefore, the reports lose interest except for
their historical value, but for the most part the data, the suggestions, and the recommendations possess large
economic value in appraising agricultural responsibilities in the United States for the year 1919 and for the
years immediately following, and they exhibit some new angles of mutual responsibility and interest. Some of
the outstanding facts are: Great Britain s war agriculture in 1915 increased her home-grown bread supplies
fourfold. The reports for the harvest of 1918 indicate that in the matter of breadstuffs England could supply
herself forty weeks of the year as against ten weeks in 1916. - Thompson. France s production of foods
decreased sharply, especially in sugar beets, which were grown principally in the northern area, where the
ravages of war were greatest. Prior to the war France was producing about 800,000 tons of sugar and
consuming about 600,000 tons. The present production of France...
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