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illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: . . . and then does the mucin placque form as a calculus would in that way Or does the
mucin stop first and make the tanglefoot, and then do the bacteria come there, and then do their work Who
knows that And yet see how important it is from any standpoint of understanding just how the trouble begins.
Nobody has learned whether the one is a cause or a result. And that, of course, must be determined at least
before we know the full story in this relation. Another problem: Why do many continuously unclean, that is
unbrushed, teeth fail to decay, and why do many teeth that are frequently cleaned, brushed, decay easily and
extensively As a chemist I cannot answer that except to assume that the teeth are diHerent; that some teeth will
stand anything, and some teeth will stand little. But from the clinical side am I correct Do you men observe that
some people who pay no attention to brushing the teeth continue for a long time to have fine teeth, and do
people who give much attention to this matter, who are very esthetic and proper in all respects, have a great
deal of trouble, and if so, what is the reason And if so, what is the relation of the explanation of dental caries
Another question: Just what do we believe, with our present theory of the cause of dental caries, should be
accomplished by brushing the teeth What are we really...
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