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Regnery History. 1 Cloth(s), 2015. hard. Book Condition: New. The bomb that began the atomic age with a
blinding flash in the New Mexico desert in 1945 was the product of a most improbable partnership. Leslie
Richard Groves of the Army Corps of Engineers had built the Pentagon in record time and under budget; put in
charge of the Manhattan Project, his mission was to beat the Nazis to the atomic bomb. The nation's
preeminent theoretical physicist, J. Robert Oppenheimer was a wealthy intellectual and Groves's opposite in
nearly every respect. Yet as Los Alamos historian James Kunetka shows in this two-man portrait, the iron-willed
general and the visionary scientist were able to jointly lead a brilliant team in the remote top-secret lab.
"Having previously written on the subject (1978's City of Fire and 1981's Oppenheimer, Year of Risk), Kunetka
here uses original records and correspondence to produce a fast-paced recounting of the two-and-a-half-year
Manhattan Project. Kunetka highlights the unlikeliness of their positive relationship and attributes it to the
qualities they shared: both were intelligent, self-aware, patriotic, and capable of prodigious amounts of work.
He also simplifies the physics to be understandable to lay readers. This is an entertaining and informative
account of a time of great tension, great discovery, and great accomplishment."Publishers Weekly 482.
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