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iridium, and resembles a mass of ordinary coke. Ruthenium is
the only one of these extremely rare metals which is shown in
small quantity, being represented by a few masses about the size
of peas. In the series of metals cast in rods, weighing one
kilogram each, for the purpose of showing their bulk relatively
to their weight, the metals which oxidize rapidly on exposure to
the air, and quicksilver, which is fluid at ordinary temperatures,
are confined in glass tubes. These tubes have the same internal
diameter as all the rods of the series--about one inch. The
platinum cylinder is about four inches long; the quicksilver
about seven inches; and the others elongate by a very regular
gradation up to the metal aluminium, which towers two feet
above the metal which precedes it, and is in its turn overtopped
by the rod of...
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