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illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . . . in this way: If he had a thousand trees it would cost him 85 to have them thinned,
with labor at 1 a day, or 170 at 2 per day. He has but few culls among his apples, and the selected crop will
easily bring him ten cents per bushel more than the fruit from trees which were not thinned out, which, at six
bushels to the tree, would increase his sale by 600. Again, he claims still another greater advantage. It is not the
growth of the fruit that exhausts the tree so much as the formation of the seed, and reducing the number of
seeds grown by picking off one-half or two-thirds of the fruit that sets, he relieves the tree so that it can form
fruit buds in the fall for the next years crop. In ten years he has not had a failure of the trees to bear every year,
excepting when-they were overloaded and he neglected the thinning. Then all the strength was used up in
growing fruit, or rather seed, and there were no blossom buds formed. The last clause in the above has not
often been so plainly stated and is often overlooked, but is so plain that it is correct that we wonder that
sensible men should need to be told of it. --Fruit and Flowers. The Best Remedy For Black Knot in plums is the
knife, cutting out all knots early in spring, before the leaves appear....
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